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SUBJECT: SAHARA WATCH: MAURITANIAN DEVELOPMENTS AND RELATIONS 
WITH ALGERIA 

REF: NOUAKCHOTT 260 

SUMMARY: MAURITANIAN RELATIONS WITH ALGERIA CONTINUE DOWNWARD 
SPIRAL ALTHOUGH GIRM STILL HOPES THAT SEMBLANCE OF CORDIAL LINKS 
CAN BE PRESERVED. MAURITANIAN MILITARY TRAINEES IN ALGERIA HAVE 
BEEN CALLED BACK BUT MAURITANIAN STUDENTS ARE PROCEEDING WITH 
THEIR STUDIES. NEW NATIONAL CIVIL AFFAIRS SERVICE WILL APPARENT- 
LY BE DESIGNED TO PERFORM CIVILIAN FUNCTIONS IN SUPPORT OF MILI- 
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TARY EFFORT. IT WILL ALSO SERVE AS VEHICLE TO GIRM POLITICAL 
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EDUCATION TO MAURITANIAN CADRES. END SUMMARY. 

1. MAURITANIAN- ALGERIAN TIES: MOHAMED EL HANCHEI, 

DIRECTOR OF RESEARCH AND DOCUMENTATION IN OFFICE OF THE PRESI- 
DENT, REVIEWED STATUS OF ALGERIAN -M AURIT ANI AN 

RELATIONS WITH DCM AND VISITING INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
OFFICER FROM DAKAR ON FEBRUARY 3. EL HANCHEI SAID 
MAURITANIA LEARNED GOOD LESSON FROM HER OVERLY-CLOSE 
RELATIONSHIP WITH ALGERIA. RECALLING THAT MAURITANIA 
SLAVISHLY SUPPORTED ALGERIAN POSITION IN INTERNATIONAL 
FORA AND INTRODUCED ALGERIAN PERSONNEL INTO MANY SECTORS 
OF ACTIVITY IN COUNTRY. HE CONCLUDED THIS HAD BEEN BIG 
MISTAKE. HE ARGUED THAT NEVER AGAIN WOULD MAURITANIA 
ALLOW ITSELF TO BECOME SO CLOSE TO ANY COUNTRY. HE 
NOTED THAT SIX MONTHS AGO THERE WERE MORE THAN 100 
ALGERIANS WORKING IN VARIOUS CAPACITIES IN COUNTRY. 

TODAY, HE SUGGESTED, THERE ARE MAXIMUM OF FORTY. HE 
ADDED THAT ALTHOUGH TIES WITH ALGERIA HAVE DETERIORATED 
SHARPLY, GIRM STILL HOPES, PERHAPS WISHFULLY, TO MAINTAIN 
SEMBLANCE TO REASONABLE RELATIONSHIP WITH ALGERIA. EL 
HANCHEI POINTED OUT THAT SOME 100 MAURITANIAN STUDENTS 
CONTINUE TO STUDY IN ALGERIA IN SPITE OF DIFFICULTIES 
POSED BY CURRENT SITUATION. GIRM PRESENTLY HAS NO IN- 
TENTION TO CALL THESE STUDENTS BACK TO MAURITANIA. ON 
OTHER HAND, GIRM HAS TOLD ALL ITS MILITARY PERSONNEL WHO 
WERE UNDERGOING TRAINING IN ALGERIA TO RETURN TO 
MAURITANIA. 

2. NATIONAL CIVIL AFFAIRS SERVICE: EL HANCHEI ELABO- 
RATED ON PURPOSE OF NEW NATIONAL CIVIL AFFAIRS SERVICE 
MENTIONED REFTEL. HE EMPHASIZED THAT GUIDELINES HAVE 
NOT YET BEEN DRAWN UP BY NATIONAL POLITICAL BUREAU 
(BPN) ALTHOUGH IT HAS BEEN DECIDED TO PLACE ORGANIZATION 
UNDER GENERAL CONTROL OF PARTY. HE THOUGHT STRUCTURE 
WOULD BE FAIRLY LOOSE AND SAID UNIT WILL HAVE TWO MAJOR 
ROLLS: (A) TO SERVE AS VEHICLE FOR POLTICAL 
EDUCATION OF CITIZENRY, PARTICULARLY AS CONCERNS MAURI- 
TANIAN POLICY ON SAHARA QUESTION. EFFORT WILL BE MADE 
TO RAISE POLITICAL CONSCIOUSNESS OF MAURITANIANS. HE 
CITED PROPAGANDA COUP SCORED BY RADIO ALGIERS 
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BROADCAST JANUARY 26 WHICH STATED THAT RIOTS TOOK PLACE RECENTLY 

IN 5TH DISTRICT OF NOUAKCHOTT (NOUAKCHOTT 215). EL 

HANCHEI SAID ALLEGATION WAS TOTALLY UNTRUE, BUT ADDED 

THAT GIRM WAS NOT PREPARED IN ORGANIZATIONAL SENSE TO 

DEAL ADEQUATELY WITH CHARGE. (DAKAR EMBOFF NOTED FOR EXAMPLE, THAT 

SENEGALESE OFFICIAL HAD ASSERTED TO HIM SEVERAL DAYS 

AGO BELIEF DESPITE FORMAL GIRM DENIAL THAT REPORT WAS TRUE.) 

CREATIONOF NATIONAL CIVIL AFFAIRS SERVICE AND CONCOMITANT MOB 
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ILIZATION OF MAURITANIAN INFORMATION MEDIA IS PART OF GIRM EFFORT 
TO DEAL MORE EFFECTIVELY WITH THIS KIND OF ALLEGATION IN 
FUTURE. IT WAS APPARENT FROM EL HANCHEI'S REMARKS THAT 
THIS PARTICULAR CHARGE, COMING AS IT DID FROM MAURITANIA'S 
"ALGERIAN BROTHERS", STRUCK EXTREMELY SENSITIVE NERVE. 

(B) TO SERVE AS CIVIC ACTION ORGANIZATION. NATIONAL 
CIVIL AFFAIRS SERVICE MIGHT BE ORGANIZED, EL HANCHEI 
EXPLAINED, TO HELP BUILD ROADS FOR EITHER CIVILIAN 
OR MILITARY PURPOSES. SHOULD MAURITANIA BE ATTACKED 
(BY ALGERIA), NEW ORGANIZATION COULD BE USED TO CARE 
FOR WOUNDED, PAIR DAMAGED STRUCTURES, AND EXTIN- 
GUISH FIRES CAUSED BY FIGHTING. IT WAS APPARENT THAT 
CONSIDERABLE REFINING REMAINS TO BE DONE BEFORE THIS 
ASPECT OF NATIONAL CIVIL AFFAIRS SERVICE BECOMES OP- 
RATIONAL. IT APPEARS, HOWEVER, THAT NEW ORGANIZATION 
IS NOT INTENDED TO SERVE MILITARY FUNCTIONS PER SE, 

BUT RATHER IS DESIGNED TO PERFORM CIVILIAN ACTIVITIES 
IN SUPPORT OF MILITARY GOALS. 

3. ADMINISTRATIVE ACTIVITY IN WADI DHEHAB: MAURITANIAN 
DIRECTOR OF TELECOMMUNICATIONS TOLD EMBOFF FEBRUARY 2 
THAT GIRM HAS NOT YET ESTABLISHED DIRECT TELECOMMUNI- 
CATIONS LINK BETWEEN MAURITANIA AND DAKHLA IN WADI 
DHEHAB. HE SAID THAT SUCH A LINK IS PLANNED, 

HOWEVER, AND MAY BE COMPLETED IN NEXT SEVERAL WEEKS. 

IN MEANTIME, TELECOMMUNICATIONS GO FROM NOUAKCHOTT TO 
LAS PALMAS TO EL AAIUN. MAURITANIAN OFFICER IN CHARGE 
OF WATER RESOURCES LED MISSION TO DAKHLA LAST WEEK IN 
ORDER TO CONDUCT STUDY PRIOR TO ESTABLISHING WATER 
SUPPLY SERVICE IN REGION.HANDYSIDE 
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